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	space odyssey 
 

02.06.15 volunteer update  
 
Click here to visit the Space Odyssey MGG Portal 

 

Click here for the latest space news update on the MGG Portal 

Click below for quick access to: 
Storytelling with Uniview 
Space Science Lectures & Events 
Volunteer Enrichment Committee (VEC) Events 
space odyssey news
SURVEY RESULTS
Thanks to everyone who responded to the survey about your Space Odyssey experience. Please know that your responses will be kept anonymous. I'll publish the results in next week's update. 

COUNTING PROJECT IN SPACE O: UPDATE
Thanks so much to everyone who has responded to help out with this project! This project runs from 2/12 to 2/17. The goal is to count visitors entering Space O from three locations: The main tunnel entrance, the West atrium, and the planetarium. I'd recommend that all the shifts who are impacted by this rotate people through the counting positions as much as possible so folks can have a chance to play in Space Odyssey as well (thanks to Roger C for this idea). So far the only shifts where we still need extra help are Saturday morning 2/14, Sunday afternoon 2/15 and Tuesday afternoon 2/17. These shifts will last from 1-5 PM. If you're interested in helping out, please let me know. Thanks a ton all, I really do appreciate your help! 

BUSY PRESIDENT'S WEEKEND
If you're planning on coming to DMNS next weekend, please try and take alternate means to come here as it will be extremely busy and parking will be at a premium. Thanks in advance! 

HELP NEEDED: SCIENCE LOUNGE ON FEBRUARY 19
Thanks to those who've responded thus far! Science Lounges are a blast if you haven't worked one before. There are hundreds of interested guests about and they're eager to learn. The February 19 Science Lounge is all about rockets. On this night we need help in the following areas:
· Telescope volunteers: We'll have telescopes on nature plaza 

· Space Odyssey: We'll need help with facilitating Gravity Well, Vacuum Chamber, Orbits Table, Science On a Sphere and the Mars Rover cart

Click here to learn more about this Science Lounge. 
.

RECENTLY ADDED SCIENCE ON A SPHERE DATASETS
http://sos.noaa.gov/Datasets/list.php?category=All&type=&sort=DateAdded&order=DESC
These datasets are available within about one week from when I publish them in this update. Our system is updated by NOAA with the latest, greatest stuff every Monday for your viewing pleasure. 

NASA CLIMATE UPDATE
http://climate.nasa.gov/news/

GIRLS & SCIENCE EVENT UPDATE
This Saturday, February 7, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., DMNS will be hosting a very special event: Girls & Science. This event is in collaboration with Denver's Channel 4. Throughout the day at DMNS there will be presentations by 17 woman professionals from the science and tech fields from all over Colorado, some from DMNS as well. The goal of this event is to promote women in science and technology and inspire young women to pursue careers in the related fields. Space Odyssey will be one of the venues for this event hosting two amazing presenters: 

 

Shilpi Gupta, from NOAA's Boulder Lab, is a member of the Science On a Sphere Technical Team. Shilpi will be presenting at our SOS throughout the day Saturday and was a major player in our Science On a Sphere installation in 2010 and has been a huge help supporting Sphere operations here as part of her work supporting Sphere operations at more than 100 installations worldwide. Please feel free to chat with her about the SOS system while she's here. 

 

Zyola Mix is an aerospace engineer and pilot who worked on the Orion spacecraft. She'll be presenting on the Galaxy Stage in SO throughout the day assisted in part by Ashley Farrell, who volunteers in SO on Mondays. Zyola will be using the Barany Chair as part of her presentation beginning around 10. Here's a short video about Zyola: 

http://vimeo.com/117522044 

 

 

There will be "clubhouses" set up in Space Odyssey and in the Southeast atrium featuring all 17 presenters plus other fun activities around the building, so please take advantage of it. 

 

Please also note that entering the Volunteer/Staff lounge will be from the back side--walk around the back of the lunchroom area.  

 

We're expecting more than 5000 people for this event.  

 

AUDIO UPGRADES IN PLANETARIUM 
Thanks to help from Greg Mancari, Sam Noel and Mitchell Blystone in Tech we now have audio routed through our new audio rack upstairs in the control room behind the desk.
We still have a bit more setup to do with our two brand new mixers but for now the most important thing is that we have brand new mics setup (!).  

 

There is now one handheld and one headset mic in the drawer where the old mics lived. The handheld is in the foam that the old handhelds were in, and the headset is now in a black bag in the same drawer. All you have to do with these is to switch them on and they will work.  It should be a lot simpler now. If you have questions or problems, contact Greg Mancari, Greg.Mancari@dmns.org or reply back to me.    

 

THIS WEEK'S COOL SPACE STUFF ON THE WEB: 
 
Cymatics, sound vs. music= very cool:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?x-yt-ts=1422327029&v=Q3oItpVa9fs&x-yt-cl=84838260 

 

Amazing Thai "space ship":

https://www.youtube.com/embed/pD_yQZ4iNjY?rel=0 

 

Great video that shows the scale of the solar system: 
http://vimeo.com/117815404

How does popular writing influence public opinion around science?
http://wilsonquarterly.com/stories/science-and-innovation-in-changing-newsroom/
SCFD COMMUNITY FREE DAY CALENDAR
The Museum is offering 12 Community Free Days in 2015, made possible by the Scientific & Cultural Facilities District. As part of the Museum's agreement to receive funds from SCFD, which account for a significant portion of the Museum's operating budget, the Museum offers "community free days" throughout the year to allow those who can't afford admission the privilege to visit DMNS. Below are the dates for the 2015 free days. To learn more about SCFD, click here.  

· Monday, March 2

· Sunday, April 12 (Earth Day)

· Saturday, April 25 (Día del Niño)

· Sunday, May 31

· Monday, June 29

· Sunday, July 26

· Monday, August 17

· Sunday, September 27

· Monday, October 19

· Monday, November 9


 
trainings and meetings
  

TRAINING ON GRAVITY WELL, INFRARED AND SPECTROSCOPY
Monday February 9
6 to 8 p.m.
Space Odyssey
RSVP to Dave Blumenstock
Food and drink provided

Please join us for our first training of 2015! We'll be instructing on Gravity Well, Infrared Table and Spectroscopy. Please let me know if you can make it. You can read up on these activities ahead of time on the Portal here: 
http://spaceodyssey.dmns.org/exhibitsprograms/carts-rollouts/gravity-demo.aspx
http://spaceodyssey.dmns.org/exhibitsprograms/interactives-exhibits/infrared-experiments.aspx
http://spaceodyssey.dmns.org/exhibitsprograms/carts-rollouts/gas-tube-spectroscopy.aspx  
 

storytelling with uniview 
  

by Dr. Ka Chun Yu, PhD Curator of Space Science DMNS
You can read all of Ka Chun's previous columns on the Portal Training page under Storytelling with Uniview: http://spaceodyssey.dmns.org/mgg-training.aspx

NOTE: If you're having issues viewing this column in Firefox, try using Safari or Explorer as those seem to show the column in the best quality. I'm not sure about Chrome.


	space science lectures & events 
SCIENCE LOUNGE: UP, UP AND AWAY 

Launch into an outer-stellar evening navigating the galaxy in a vehicle of your own creation. Examine what it takes to send a craft into space, learn how combustion and launch vehicles propel the most massive rockets, roll up your sleeves for Rocket Engine 101, then blast off to the bar for a cosmic cocktail. Rocket out of this world! 

Date/Time:
Thursday, February 19, 6:30 - 9:30 p.m. 

Ages:
21+ 

Tickets:

$10 member, $12 nonmember

60 MINUTES IN SPACE
Go "behind the stories" in space science using the best images and animation available to help understand new developments. Seating is limited to first come, first served. 

The next 60 Minutes in Space will be on Wednesday, March 25.

Location:
Ricketson Auditorium 

Date/Time:
Wednesday, February 25, 7 p.m. 

Tickets:
FREE

KENJI WILLIAMS PRESENTS BELLA GAIA
Award-winning director and classically trained violinist Kenji Williams returns to Denver to perform live to Bella Gaia, a full-dome planetarium show that combines art, music, and science. This spectacular "living atlas" journey uses NASA images and simulates space flight, taking you on a fantastic journey around planet Earth and the space that surrounds it. Brilliant images and sound illuminate the connections between natural systems and human activities, inspiring a renewed reflection of the interrelationships of our world.   

Location:
Gates Planetarium 

Date/Time: 
Saturday, February 28, 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, February 28, 8:30 p.m.

Tickets:
$27 member, $33 nonmember

 
TALES FROM THE OUTER SOLAR SYSTEM: 
A simulcast from the Adler Planetarium in Chicago
The past decade has seen an explosion in the discoveries of Pluto and near Pluto-sized bodies in the outer solar system, giving rise to a new classification of "dwarf planets." Like Pluto, each of these largest dwarf planets has a unique story to tell about the history and evolution of the solar system.  Mike Brown, professor at Caltech and author of How I Killed Pluto and Why It had It Coming will discuss the discoveries of these objects and the new views of giant collisions, stellar encounters, and planetary rearrangement that we are gaining from their study. He'll include intriguing new evidence that there is an even larger object lurking far beyond these dwarf planets. This object, if we can find it, will finally silence the lingering questions about Pluto and planethood, for this object, if we can find it, will be the new rightful 9th planet.

Thursday, March 5 
6:30 p.m. 

Gates Planetarium 

FREE

Seating is limited to first come, first served.

 

KEEPING THE LEGACY ALIVE: PIECING TOGETHER HISTORY
Lecture by Jean L. Wright, Docent, NASA Speaker's Bureau

March 17, 2015 - 7 p.m.

Ricketson Auditorium

Free admission

For Jean Wright, the American Dream is alive and well.  A former candy store manager born in Flint, Michigan, Jean fulfilled her dream of working in the NASA Space Program in 2005, when she became an Aerospace Composite Tech for United Space Alliance -- the prime contractor for Space Shuttle Processing -- as a member of the Thermal Protection System Facility team at the Kennedy Space Center (KSC). She would be the last person hired in that position before the Shuttle program ended in 2011. 

 

As one of 15 women in this role, Jean and her co-workers, who dubbed their group, "The Sew Sisters," were responsible for fabrication, assembly, disassembly, and repair of Thermal Protection Systems hardware. This involved using measuring equipment, heavy-duty industrial sewing machines, and intricate and physically-demanding hand stitching to produce items such as:

 

· Gap fillers, which filled the space between shuttle tiles.

· Dome heat shield blankets which were used for sound suppression and thermal protection around the three main engines.

· Fibrous insulation blankets which were installed on the upper surfaces of the orbiter, and could withstand temperatures up to 1200 degrees. 

· Solid rocket booster parachutes.  

This event is made possible by Skirts in Science, the Rocky Mountain Quilt Museum and DMNS.     
 

RESERVATION INFO
Volunteers have the opportunity to attend most After Hours programs priced at the $8 member/ $10 nonmember rate for free on a space-available basis!   Volunteers always receive the member rate for all other Adult Programs. As of May 12, please call Guest Services at 303.370.6000 to make a reservation.

Guest Services is open daily, 9:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Admission to 60 Minutes in Space is free and is on a first come, first seated basis. 

 

On the evening of the program, please enter through the same entrance as our guests and pick up your ticket from the will-call cashier. Thank you for your ongoing support and enthusiasm for Adult Programs!     

 

museum news and events
TEEN SCIENCE SCHOLARS PROGRAM ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS  

The Teen Science Scholars (TSS) internship provides high school students opportunities to work in the Archives, Anthropology, Earth Sciences, Health Sciences, Museum Conservation, Space Sciences, and Zoology departments at the Museum. Selected students will be involved with various aspects of their mentors' research and/or collections programs. Each student will present an overview of their TSS work at an annual symposium held at the Museum at the end of the summer. This program introduces students interested in science careers to various aspects of museum research and/or collections work and helps strengthen investigative and communication skills. The internship program is open to students who will be entering their Junior or Senior years in the fall of 2015.


This program has provided over 120 high school students the opportunity to be mentored by Museum scientists and collections staff since its beginning in 2006. Students who have completed this program have gone on to study science at such universities as MIT, Duke, and University of Denver. The program also provides a networking system for TSS alumni that helps support students after the end of their internship. Click here for more information about applying: http://dmns.org/about-us/internships/teen-science-scholars/ 

 

GIRLS AND SCIENCE



Click on the image to learn more about this event.
 
   

SILK ROAD AND WHALES EXHIBITS OFFER EXTENDED HOURS 
Both Whales and Silk Road will be open late during Presidents' Day Weekend/ final weekend for Whales:
 

Friday, February 13th  - Monday, February 16th 

 

Both galleries will be open until 7:00PM (last ticket available for Silk Road is 6pm) with the exception of Saturday, February 14th  (due to a catering event, both exhibits will close at 5:30pm).

  
REGIONAL LECTURES OF NOTE
 
Story-telling African Americans in the West
Presenters: Dr. Camille Dungy, Dr. Ella Marie Ray, Mr. JT Reynolds, Dr. Malcolm Scott
Thursday, February 12th | 5:30-7p.m. | Avogadro's Number, 605 S Mason St., Fort Collins, CO

 

In honor of Black History Month this panel brings together a wide range of view points on African Americans in the West as told through stories. This panel features: Professor Camille Dungy of CSU's English Department whose poems and essays have been widely published in anthologies and journals, who will launch the panel on African Americans in the West through spoken word poetry; Professor Malcolm Scott  of CSU's School of Social Work, who will speak to the importance of diversity in the classroom, diversity within the faculty, and lessons learned from social work on diversity as told through stories; Mr. James T. Reynolds, retired Superintendent of Death Valley National Park and long time law enforcement officer for the National Park Service, will speak his experience as an African Americans in the West. Finally, it is our pleasure to introduce Dr. Ella Marie Ray Metropolitan State University of Denver who will speak to her work on fire clay sculpture as a mean for African American cultural expression.

 

Advancing the Role of Minorities in Nature
Presenters: Midy Apointe, Shelton Johnson, James Edward Mills,
Thursday, February 26th | 5:30-7pm | Avogadro's Number, 605 S Mason St., Fort Collins, CO

 

Originally designed as a panel for Black History Month, this panel has evolved into one that speaks to the importance of diversity in nature. The panel features Shelton Johnson of the National Park Service, who will launch the panel with a historical perspective of African Americans in nature with a focus on Buffalo Soldiers. Author, publisher, and outdoor expedition leader James Edward Mills will follow by speaking to his experience as an African American in the outdoor industry. Finally, we will round out the discussion with hispanic activist Midy Apointe, Founding Executive Director of the American Latino Heritage Fund of the National Park Foundation who will speak to the role of hispanics in nature.

Sponsor include the National Science Foundation; The School of Global and Environmental Sustainability; The Center for Women's Studies and Gender Research; Graduate Women in Science; and the Global Women Scholars Network.

For more information, please send e-mail to x.shinbrot@gmail.com
 
MUSEUM LECTURE AND PROGRAMMING INFORMATION 


Click here for Evening Lectures 

Click here for Gates Planetarium Daily Show Schedule
 

Click here for Museum IMAX information 

 

 

volunteer enrichment committee  
 

Click here for more information about VEC events:
http://volunteers.dmns.org/events/
Or see the bulletin board in the Volunteer Lounge for more info.
 



	

	Dave Blumenstock
Coordinator of Volunteers for Space Science
Denver Museum of Nature & Science 
dblumenstock@dmns.org 

Phone  303.370.8344  

Fax   303.370.6005

Join the Museum's Online Community 

www.dmns.org  
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