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APRIL 8 NEW MEMBER NIGHT
Thanks to everyone who came out and helped this night! It was an unqualified success even with some minor tech glitches. We had telescopes on the Sky Terrace and the Nature Plaza for the first time and from all accounts things went very well. Nice work all!  
HELP NEEDED FOR EARTH DAY FREE DAY APRIL 13
This Sunday, especially if the weather's bad, we could be very busy here. If you're interested in helping out in Space O, on either shift, please come on in. Thanks in advance!

HELP NEEDED FOR APRIL 17 SCIENCE LOUNGE
First off, I'm sorry for publishing the wrong date. Right now, we have two folks who are helping this night and if someone else would like to join, please let me know. We're looking for someone who would love talking about electricity to guests for this Science Lounge. This Science Lounge is on April 17, and runs from 6:30 to 9:30. Briefing and dinner will most likely be at 5:30. Please let me know if you're interested, thanks! http://www.dmns.org/learn/adults/the-science-lounge/its-electric/

STEVE LEE UPDATE
Steve's back surgery has been a resounding success! He started back to work at DMNS on 4/1. He's now off again for two weeks, for pleasure this time, and will be back late April. 

MY SCHEDULE
I'll be out of the office from 4/17 thru 4/21 to visit family. 

FUN WITH COSMOLOGY
http://xkcd.com/1352/
Thanks to Shelley K. for sharing!

DAILY SHOW SCHEDULES NOW AVAILABLE
If you'd like to be better informed about what shows are happening around the Museum, we've got daily show schedules available for pick-up at 10 AM each morning at the Info Desk. 

SOS KIOSK EVALUATION COMMENCING
Thanks for everyone's help with this! For the rest of April, we'll be doing an evaluation of the new SOS kiosk to see what you and the visitors think of it. The evaluation will be happening primarily on Saturdays and Sundays. On Saturdays from 10-2 we will need to facilitate the SOS using the "Kiosk Playlist." We'll also be moving the kiosk around in the exhibit to test it in different locations. Sunday teams, facilitating the SOS is optional during the times listed below just don't use the Kiosk playlist or interact with anyone at the kiosk during the times listed. For SOS users on all shifts, we'll be putting a short survey on the iPads for you all to fill out when you have the chance. I'll let you know when it's ready. Thanks!

Here's the evaluation schedule: 

April 12 10-2: Facilitate the SOS using the Kiosk Playlist
April 13 10-2: Facilitation of SOS is optional and you can use any dataset or playlist except the Kiosk playlist
April 19 10-2: Facilitate the SOS using the Kiosk Playlist
April 20 10-2: Facilitation of SOS is optional and you can use any dataset or playlist except the Kiosk playlist
April 26 10-2: Facilitate the SOS using the Kiosk Playlist
April 27 10-2: Facilitation of SOS is optional and you can use any dataset or playlist except Kiosk playlist

Expect Research Assistants from our Audience Insights department to be on the floor near the kiosk at the times listed above. If you all have any questions, please let me know. Thanks!

SOS UPDATES
iPads: We now have VGA adapters for both iPads. Feel free to use them. These adapters allow you to connect the iPad to any of our screens that have a VGA input: Space Screen, drop-down screen by the SOS and Planetarium stage. There is a short cable extension also. All these items can be found on the shelf in the main storage room where the iPads live. 

Speaking of iPads...for those who'd like a refresher on how to use the iPads with the SOS, we have several video tutorials on the Portal to assist you. 

Playlist catalog on the iPad: We've done some spring cleaning and have culled down the list of items there significantly as many of the WIP or Works in Progress items are no longer used.  
SPACECRAFT 3-D APP ON LARGE IPAD 
This is a very cool app as it shows virtual 3-D models of many spacecraft, including Hubble, the Mars Rovers and Cassini. I've put several copies of the "target" needed to use the app in the storage room right by where the iPads are stored. I've also put a copy of the target in the front pocket of the MSL binder on the Mars Rover Cart. If you haven't downloaded this app, it's worth a try. We've installed this app on the big iPad and you can find the app on the dock where the SOS app is located. Here's more info about it: 
http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/msl/news/app20120711.html
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/spacecraft-3d/id541089908?mt=8

TOTAL LUNAR ECLIPSE APRIL 15
Celebrate Tax Day with a lunar eclipse: http://www.universetoday.com/110780/get-ready-for-the-april-15-2014-total-lunar-eclipse-our-complete-guide/

CRATERING MACHINE STILL OFFLINE
The air valve on the machine responsible for firing the balls has broken. The new one is ordered but these are custom-made items so it may be a few weeks before it's working again. 


METEORITE PASSES...SKYDIVER...? 
I didn't believe this till I saw it, check it out:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IIIzckUv2Mo
Thanks to Jim Nelson for sharing!
 
NASA TV OFFLINE TILL APRILish
From about mid-February to mid-April, we'll have to use the laptops to stream NASA TV on any of the screens in the exhibit because the satellite dish on the roof has to be relocated for some work. Note that it's best to use "UStream" from the NASA TV site as it gives you the best picture quality. 


SCFD COMMUNITY FREE DAYS 

As part of the Museum's agreement to receive funds from SCFD, which account for a significant portion of the Museum's operating budget, the Museum offers "community free days" throughout the year to allow those who can't afford admission the privilege to visit DMNS. Below are the dates for the 2014 free days.  

 

The Museum is offering 12 Community Free Days in 2014, made possible by the Scientific & Cultural Facilities District. For more information, click here.
  

· Sunday, April 13 

· Saturday, April 26 (Día de los Niños)

· Monday, June 2

· Monday, June 30

· Sunday, July 20

· Monday, September 8

· Sunday, September 28

· Monday, October 27

· Monday, December 1



	trainings and meetings
 
FREE CALTECH ONLINE COURSE
If you've ever wanted to take a class at Caltech from an instructor like Dr. Mike Brown (the man who killed Pluto), your opportunity has arrived.
Beginning March 31, Mike will be teaching a free, 9-week online course entitled "The Science of the Solar System"...

 

Explore the solar system using concepts from physics, chemistry, biology, and geology. Learn the latest from Mars, explore the outer solar system, ponder planets outside our solar system, and search for habitability in the universe.

More information, including sign-up, available on the website:  https://www.coursera.org/course/solarsystem 

 

storytelling with uniview
  

by Dr. Ka Chun Yu, PhD Curator of Space Science DMNS

Click the links below to read Ka Chun's latest helpful articles on storytelling with Uniview. These columns are very interesting and helpful for teaching complex topics at the Orbits Table. 

Here's column #7 once again as KaChun wasn't able to write a new column this week: 

Touring the Far-Infrared Sky
  

NOTE: If you're having issues viewing this column in Firefox, try using Safari or Explorer as those seem to show the column in the best quality. I'm not sure about Chrome. 
space science lectures & events 
​
RESERVATION INFO 

Volunteers may attend some lectures for free on a space available basis. You must contact Adult Programs at 303.370.6303 or email adultprograms@dmns.org to find out if an event or lecture qualifies for free admission and to add your name to the list to attend.    

 

For other programs, like Science Lounge, volunteers may have to pay the member price to attend, please call Reservations, 303.370.6000 to reserve your seat or for more information.    

60 Minutes in Space
Wednesday, April 30
7 PM
Gates Planetarium
FREE 
Go "behind the stories" in space science using the best images and animation available to help understand new developments. Seating is limited to first come, first served.

The next 60 Minutes in Space will be on Wednesday, May 28.

 

museum news  
 
"OLD" DISCOVERY ZONE CLOSED APRIL 6; NEW 'ZONE OPENS IN JUNE 

The Discovery Zone is one of our most popular exhibitions, and has the highest repeat visits with our young visitors and their families since the DZ opened in 2002.

 

Construction and installation on the new Discovery Zone is already underway. You can get a sneak peek by peering through the peep holes on the doors to the new Discovery Zone, on Level 2 of the new wing.

 

Plans are in the works for special previews for staff and volunteers, members, and donors, with  

details to come.
 
Find out more about the new Discovery Zone @ www.dmns.org/DZ.

  
DMNS LECTURE SERIES INFORMATION 
 
RESERVATION INFO
Volunteers may attend some lectures for free on a space available basis. You must contact Adult Programs at 303.370.6303 or email adultprograms@dmns.org to find out if an event or lecture qualifies for free admission and to add your name to the list to attend.    

 

For other programs, like Science Lounge, volunteers may have to pay the member price to attend, please call Reservations, 303.370.6000 to reserve your seat or for more information. 

 

Click here for Evening Lectures 

 

Click here for Museum IMAX information 

 

Click here for Museum Planetarium Information 

 

Click Here to Learn About the New Morgridge Family Exploration Center 



	volunteer enrichment committee  
 

Click here for more information about VEC events:
http://volunteers.dmns.org/events/
Or see the bulletin board in the Volunteer Lounge for more info.
 



	Dave Blumenstock
Coordinator of Volunteers for Space Science
Denver Museum of Nature & Science 
dblumenstock@dmns.org 

Phone  303.370.8344  

Fax   303.370.6005

Join the Museum's Online Community 
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